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TIME MEASUREMENT DEVICE,
MICRO-CONTROLLER AND METHOD OF
MEASURING TIME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION AND
RELATED ART STATEMENT

The present invention relates to a time measurement tech-
nique using a timer in a device performing a computer pro-
cess. More specifically, the present invention relates to a time
measurement device, a micro-controller, and a method of
measuring a time capable of performing a time measurement
operation with high accuracy at a low cost especially at a high
speed operation.

In general, as a device performing a computer process, a
conventional micro-controller has been known, in which an
entire computer system is integrated on one single semicon-
ductor chip. The conventional micro-controller may be pro-
vided with a plurality of oscillators constituting an operation
clock. Accordingly, it is possible to switch the operation clock
for a CPU (Central Processing Unit) or a peripheral circuit of
a timer according to a usage or a purpose of the computer
process.

For example, in the conventional micro-controller, a low
speed clock is selected as the operation clock in a normal
operation for conserving power consumption. When it is nec-
essary to operate at a high speed, the operation clock is
switched to a high speed clock.

As an example, in a conventional system for performing
wireless communication, it is configured that until reception
of a command through wireless transmission is started, the
conventional system is operated with a low speed clock to
become an idle state for waiting for the command. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to reduce power consumption during the
idle state for waiting for the command.

It is supposed that the conventional system for performing
the wireless communication may include a first device and a
second device. The first device may be configured such that a
state thereof is continuously changed in a specific interval,
and the state of the first device is transmitted through the
wireless transmission. The second device may be configured
to receive the state of the first device so that the second device
changes an operation thereof'in the same interval according to
the state of the first device. With such a configuration, even
when the wireless transmission from the first device is inter-
rupted due to interference, it is possible to continuously per-
form the operation of the second device according to the
interval received previously.

In the conventional system for performing the wireless
communication described above, in order for the second
device to synchronize with the first device even when the
wireless transmission from the first device is interrupted, it is
necessary to accurately measure the time interval of the com-
mand thus received. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide a
timer with high accuracy for measuring the time interval of
the command.

In general, the timer disposed in the conventional micro-
controller includes the oscillator such as a crystal oscillator
and an RC oscillator. The crystal oscillator is provided with a
crystal oscillation element as an external part, and is capable
of generating a clock with high accuracy.

In the RC oscillator, it is not necessary to provide the
external part to the conventional micro-controller, and it is
possible to integrate inside the conventional micro-controller.
Accordingly, it is possible to produce the RC oscillator at a
relatively low cost as compared with the crystal oscillator.
However, in the RC oscillator, it is difficult to generate a clock
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with high accuracy as compared with the crystal oscillator.
Accordingly, it is difficult to apply the RC oscillator to an
application in which it is necessary to measure the time accu-
rately.

In order to solve the problem described above, Patent Ref-
erence 1 has disclosed such a conventional technique capable
of measuring the time accurately even when the timer is
formed of the RC oscillator. FIG. 15 is a time chart showing
an operation ofthe conventional micro-controller disclosed in
Patent Reference 1.

Patent Reference 1: Japanese Patent Publication No.

10-49251

In the conventional micro-controller disclosed in Patent
Reference 1, the RC oscillator and the crystal oscillator are
configured to generate reference clocks. Further, an interrup-
tion request register is provided for generating an interruption
request signal.

As shown in FIG. 15, the interruption request signal of the
interruption request register is raised at a rise of the reference
clock of the RC oscillator. From the rise of the interruption
request signal, it is configured to detect a start of one cycle of
the reference clock (indicated with “A” in FIG. 15) of the RC
oscillator and an end of one cycle of the reference clock
(indicated with “B” in FIG. 15) of the RC oscillator. During
the one cycle of the reference clock of the RC oscillator, a
count value (a measurement value) of the reference clock of
the crystal oscillator that possesses high accuracy and a high
frequency is measured.

As described above, with the crystal oscillator that pos-
sesses high accuracy and a high frequency, one cycle of the
reference clock of the RC oscillator is measured, so that the
actual cycle of the RC oscillator can be accurately measured.
In the next step, it is configured to calculate a ratio of the
actual cycle thus measured to a cycle (an expected measure-
ment value) of the RC oscillator in a normal operation, so that
a compensation coefficient is determined according to the
ratio thus calculated. At last, the compensation coefficient is
multiplied by the measurement value of the timer to which the
RC oscillator is input.

In the conventional micro-controller disclosed in Patent
Reference 1, however, there are the following problems.

As for the first problem, in the conventional technique
disclosed in Patent Reference 1, it is necessary to provide the
crystal oscillator capable of directly measuring the clock
cycle of the RC oscillator. The crystal oscillator with a high
frequency tends to be expensive. Accordingly, even though
the RC oscillator is used, it is difficult to reduce a cost.

In general, when the crystal oscillator has a higher fre-
quency, the cost thereof tends to increase. Accordingly, when
acomputer system is provided with the crystal oscillator with
a high frequency for controlling a time, the cost of the com-
puter system is increased as well.

In order for the conventional micro-controller to operate at
ahigh speed and a low cost, it is desirable to increase the clock
of the RC oscillator as the system clock. However, in this
case, according to the conventional technique disclosed in
Patent Reference 1, it is necessary to provide the crystal
oscillator with the high frequency.

It is noted that in the conventional micro-controller dis-
closed in Patent Reference 1, the clock of the crystal oscillator
is used as the system clock for the high speed operation.
However, in order for the conventional micro-controller to
operate at a higher speed, it is necessary to provide the crystal
oscillator with the higher frequency, thereby increasing the
cost.

As for the second problem, in the conventional technique
disclosed in Patent Reference 1, in order to determine the
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compensation coefficient accurately, the RC oscillator must
have a frequency lower than that of the crystal oscillator.
Accordingly, it is difficult to increase a resolution of the timer
to which the reference clock of the RC oscillator with a low
frequency is input.

In order to increase the resolution of the timer, it is neces-
sary to use the RC oscillator capable of oscillating the refer-
ence clock at a high frequency. It is possible to increase the
frequency of the RC oscillator at a relatively low cost. How-
ever, in the conventional micro-controller disclosed in Patent
Reference 1, in order to increase the resolution of the timer, it
is necessary to provide the crystal oscillator with the higher
frequency, thereby increasing the cost.

It should be noted that as Patent Reference 1 has disclosed,
when the frequency of the RC oscillator is divided, it is
possible to increase the resolution of the timer with the crystal
oscillator having a low frequency. However, in this case, it is
necessary to provide a frequency dividing unit. Patent Refer-
ence 2 has disclosed such a frequency dividing unit.

Patent Reference 2: Japanese Patent Publication No.

05-48433

When the frequency dividing unit is provided, one cycle of
the reference clock of the RC oscillator is divided and
extended. Accordingly, when the compensation coefficient is
determined, it takes a long time to measure the clock of the
crystal oscillator generated during one cycle of the reference
clock of the RC oscillator.

As for the third problem, in the conventional technique
disclosed in Patent Reference 1, when the compensation coef-
ficient is determined, the start point and the end point of the
clock of the crystal oscillator are detected through polling.
Further, the compensation coefficient is used for outputting
through a port through the polling. Accordingly, in the con-
ventional micro-controller disclosed in Patent Reference 1,
the CPU is operated all the time, so that it is difficult to switch
the CPU to a power save mode. Further, during the polling, it
is difficult for the CPU to perform other process.

As for the fourth problem, in the conventional technique
disclosed in Patent Reference 1, when the compensation coef-
ficient is determined, one cycle of the reference clock of the
RC oscillator with the low frequency is measured by the timer
to which the clock of the crystal oscillator with the high
frequency. Accordingly, when a difference in the speeds
between the RC oscillator and the crystal oscillator is
increased, the measurement value of the timer tends to be
overflowed.

Patent References 3 and 4 have disclosed a conventional
technique for controlling the measurement operation of the
clock of the oscillator by the timer.

Patent Reference 3: Japanese Patent Publication No. 2006-

309479
Patent Reference 4: Japanese Patent Publication No.

08-139593

In the conventional technique disclosed in Patent Refer-
ence 3, in orderto compensate an error in a frequency of a first
clock signal, a second clock signal having a lower frequency
than that of the first clock signal is input. In the next step, a
pulse number of the first clock signal contained in one cycle
of the second clock signal is measured with a pulse number
counter.

In the next step, a calculation unit calculates compensation
information using the pulse number measured with the pulse
number counter and a reference pulse number determined in
advance. In the next step, a compensation signal output unit
outputs a clock compensation signal according to the com-
pensation information calculated with the calculation unit. At
last, an output of the first clock signal is compensated at an
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output gate according to the clock compensation signal out-
put from the compensation signal output unit.

In the conventional technique disclosed in Patent Refer-
ence 3, however, the first clock signal generated with the RC
oscillator and to be input into the timer is partially cut-off
according to one cycle of the second clock signal generated
with the crystal oscillator, so that a part of the first clock signal
is not transmitted to the timer. Accordingly, it is necessary to
modify the timer, thereby increasing the number of compo-
nents in the configuration.

In the conventional technique disclosed in Patent Refer-
ence 4, the frequency of the RC oscillator is measured per one
cycle of the reference oscillator. When the measurement
value exceeds a specific value, the number of switch transis-
tors is increased, so that the total capacity of the RC oscillator
is increased and the output oscillation frequency is decreased.
When the measurement value is below a specific value, the
number of the switch transistors is decreased, so that the total
capacity of the RC oscillator is decreased and the output
oscillation frequency is increased.

In the conventional technique disclosed in Patent Refer-
ence 4, the process described above is repeated, so that the
oscillation frequency is automatically controlled and stabi-
lized at a target value with a separate internal reference oscil-
lator. However, similar to the conventional technique dis-
closed in Patent Reference 3, it is necessary to increase the
number of the switch transistors to modify the clock, thereby
increasing the number of the components in the configura-
tion.

In view of the problems described above, an object of the
present invention is to provide a time measurement device, a
micro-controller, and a method of measuring a time. In the
present invention, it is possible to perform a time measure-
ment operation with high accuracy and a low cost especially
when a high speed operation is performed with a timer dis-
posed in a computer device.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description of the invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to attain the objects described above, according to
a first aspect of the present invention, a time measurement
device includes a measurement unit; a calculation unit; a
compensation unit; and an output unit.

According to the first aspect of the present invention, in the
time measurement device, the measurement unit is config-
ured to measure a clock number of a first reference clock
signal within a specific cycle of a second reference clock
signal having an oscillation frequency lower than that of the
first reference clock signal and oscillation accuracy higher
than that of the first reference clock signal. The calculation
unit is configured to calculate a physical amount indicating a
variance amount of the clock number measured with the
measurement unit relative to a reference clock number mea-
sured in advance as the clock number of the first reference
clock signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal.

According to the first aspect of the present invention, in the
time measurement device, the compensation unit is config-
ured to compensate an expected measurement value indicat-
ing the clock number of the first reference clock signal cor-
responding to a time as a measurement target according to the
physical amount calculated with the calculation unit. The
output unit is configured to output time information indicat-
ing that the clock number of the first reference clock signal
reaches the expected measurement value thus compensated
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when the clock number of the first reference clock signal
measured with the measurement unit reaches the expected
measurement value compensated with the compensation unit.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, a
method is used for measuring a time with a computer device
according to a program.

According to the second aspect of the present invention, the
method of measuring the time includes a measurement step of
measuring a clock number of a first reference clock signal
within a specific cycle of a second reference clock signal
having an oscillation frequency lower than that of the first
reference clock signal and oscillation accuracy higher than
that of the first reference clock signal. Further, the method of
measuring the time includes a calculation step of calculating
a physical amount indicating a variance amount of the clock
number measured in the measurement step relative to a ref-
erence clock number measured in advance as the clock num-
ber of'the first reference clock signal within the specific cycle
of the second reference clock signal.

According to the second aspect of the present invention, the
method of measuring the time further includes a compensa-
tion step of compensating an expected measurement value
indicating the clock number of the first reference clock signal
corresponding to a time as a measurement target according to
the physical amount calculated in the calculation step. Fur-
ther, the method of measuring the time includes an output step
of outputting time information indicating that the clock num-
ber of the first reference clock signal reaches the expected
measurement value when the clock number of the first refer-
ence clock signal measured in the measurement step reaches
the expected measurement value compensated in the compen-
sation step.

In the present invention, it is possible to perform the time
measurement operation with high accuracy and a low cost
especially when a high speed operation is performed with the
timer disposed in the computer device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a time measurement device disposed
in a micro-controller according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of the micro-controller provided with the time
measurement device according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing an example No. 1 of a
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a time chart showing an example No. 1 of an
operation of the micro-controller in a time measurement com-
pensation process according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing an example No. 2 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a time chart showing an example No. 2 of the
operation of the micro-controller in the time measurement
compensation process according to the first embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a micro-controller provided with a time mea-
surement device according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;
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FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing an example No. 1 of a
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing an example No. 2 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a time chart showing an example of an operation
of the micro-controller in a time measurement compensation
process according to the second embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart showing an example No. 3 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller according to a
third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart showing an example No. 4 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a micro-controller provided with a time mea-
surement device according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a micro-controller provided with a time mea-
surement device according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 15 is atime chart showing an example of an operation
of a conventional micro-controller in a time measurement
compensation process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereunder, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be explained with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the present invention will be
explained. FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of
a functional configuration of a time measurement device 101
disposed in a micro-controller 100 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the time measurement device 101
includes a measurement unit 101a; a calculation unit 1015; a
compensation unit 101¢; and an output unit 1014 as func-
tional units for performing an operation thereof.

In the embodiment, the measurement unit 101a is config-
ured to measure a clock number of a first reference clock
signal within a specific cycle of a second reference clock
signal having an oscillation frequency lower than that of the
first reference clock signal and oscillation accuracy higher
than that of the first reference clock signal. The calculation
unit 1015 is configured to calculate a physical amount indi-
cating a variance amount of the clock number measured with
the measurement unit 1014 relative to a reference clock num-
ber measured in advance as the clock number of the first
reference clock signal within the specific cycle of the second
reference clock signal.

In the embodiment, the compensation unit 101c¢ is config-
ured to compensate an expected measurement value 101e
indicating the clock number of the first reference clock signal
corresponding to a time as a measurement target according to
the physical amount calculated with the calculation unit 1015.
The output unit 1014 is configured to output time information
indicating that the clock number of the first reference clock
signal reaches the expected measurement value 101e when
the clock number of the first reference clock signal measured
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with the measurement unit 101a reaches the expected mea-
surement value 101e compensated with the compensation
unit 101c.

As described above, the micro-controller 100 includes the
time measurement device 101, and the time measurement
device 101 includes the measurement unit 101a, the calcula-
tion unit 1015, the compensation unit 101¢, and the output
unit 101d. Accordingly, it is possible to perform the time
measurement operation with high accuracy at a low cost
through a timer function especially when a high speed opera-
tion is performed.

The micro-controller 100 having the time measurement
device 101 will be explained in more detail with reference to
FIGS. 210 6. FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example
of a configuration of a micro-controller 1 provided with the
time measurement device 101 according to the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, the micro-controller 1 includes an
ROM (Read Only Memory) 14 for storing a program for
controlling a process operation of the micro-controller 1; a
CPU (Central Processing Unit) 13 for reading the program
stored in the ROM 14 and executing a computer processing;
abus 11 for passing data inside the micro-controller 1; a port
12 for functioning as an interface relative to an external
device.

Further, the micro-controller 1 includes an RC oscillator 2
for generating the first reference clock 3; a crystal oscillator 4
for generating the second reference clock 5; a reference clock
selection unit 6 for selecting one of the first reference clock 3
and the second reference clock 5 to be output as a system
clock 7; atimer 8 for measuring the system clock 7 as the time
information; and an interruption request register 9 for output-
ting an interruption request signal 10 while synchronizing
with the second reference clock 5.

In the embodiment, the CPU (Central Processing Unit) 13
is configured to read the program stored in the ROM 14, so
that the CPU 13 executes the program. Accordingly, the CPU
13 constitutes functional units including the calculation unit
1014, the compensation unit 101¢, and the output unit 1014.
Further, the timer 8 corresponds to the measurement unit
101a, and the interruption request register 9 corresponds to a
synchronization signal generating unit.

In the micro-controller 1 in the embodiment, the RC oscil-
lator 2 is configured to generate the first reference clock 3
having a high oscillation frequency, and the crystal oscillator
4 is configured to generate the second reference clock 5
having an oscillation frequency lower than that of the first
reference clock signal 3 and oscillation accuracy higher than
that of the RC oscillator 2. Further, the reference clock selec-
tion unit 6 is configured to select one of the first reference
clock 3 and the second reference clock 5 to be the system
clock 7. The timer 8 is configured to measure the clock num-
ber of one of the first reference clock 3 and the second refer-
ence clock 5 as the system clock 7. The CPU 13 is configured
to repeat confirming the measurement value of the timer 8
until the measurement value reaches a value (the expected
measurement value 101e) corresponding to a predetermined
time.

In the embodiment, the micro-controller 1 performs the
high speed processing operation using the first reference
clock 3 with the high oscillation frequency from the RC
oscillator 2 as the system clock 7. Further, the micro-control-
ler 1 performs the low speed processing operation using the
second reference clock 5 with the low oscillation frequency
from the crystal oscillator 4 as the system clock 7.

Asdescribed above, in the embodiment, the micro-control-
ler 1 uses the first reference clock 3 with the high oscillation
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frequency from the RC oscillator 2 as the system clock 7.
Accordingly, it is possible to perform the high speed process-
ing operation at a low cost. However, it is difficult for the RC
oscillator 2 to generate the clock signal with high accuracy as
compared to the crystal oscillator 4. Accordingly, itis difficult
to accurately measure a time due to an error in the time
measurement operation of the timer 8 in the high speed pro-
cessing operation.

In order to solve the problem, in the micro-controller 1 in
the embodiment, the CPU 13 is configured to retrieve and
execute a time measurement program stored in the ROM 14,
so that the error generated in the time measurement operation
of'the timer 8 is compensated when the high speed processing
operation is performed using the first reference clock 3 with
the high oscillation frequency from the RC oscillator 2 as the
system clock 7.

More specifically, the CPU 13 retrieves and executes the
time measurement program stored in the ROM 14, thereby
realizing the time measurement function. Accordingly, when
the timer 8 measures the clock number of the first reference
clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 in the high speed processing
operation, and the clock number reaches the expected mea-
surement value 101e determined in advance, the time infor-
mation correlating to the time information is output. In other
words, before the CPU 13 starts retrieving the clock number
of the first reference clock 3, the CPU 13 executes the pro-
gram stored in the ROM 14 to realize the calculation unit
10154, the compensation unit 101¢, and the output unit 1014.
Accordingly, the error generated in the time measurement
operation of the timer 8 due to the oscillation operation error
of the RC oscillator 2 is compensated through the following
process.

In the embodiment, first, the CPU 13 realizes the calcula-
tion unit 1015, so that the CPU 13 determines whether the
second reference clock 5 with high oscillation accuracy from
the crystal oscillator 4 is input. In the next step, when the CPU
13 determines that the second reference clock 5 is input, the
CPU 13 retrieves the clock number of the first reference clock
3 measured with the timer 8 within one cycle of the second
reference clock 5. Then, the CPU 13 calculates the physical
amount indicating the variance amount of the clock number
thus actually measured relative to the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 (the reference clock number) measured in
advance within the one cycle of the second reference clock
signal 5. In the next step, the CPU 13 realizes the compensa-
tion unit 101¢, so that the expected measurement value 101e
is compensated according to the physical amount calculated
with the calculation unit 1015.

In the embodiment, as the physical amount indicating the
variance amount, the CPU 13 calculates a ratio of the clock
number thus actually measured relative to the reference clock
number. Accordingly, the expected measurement value 101e
is compensated according to the ratio.

In the next step, the CPU 13 realizes the output unit 1014,
so that the time information is output when the clock number
of the first reference clock 3 measured with the timer 8
becomes the time measurement device 101e compensated
with the compensation unit 101c.

As described above, in the micro-controller 1 in the
embodiment, when the timer 8 measures the time during the
high speed processing operation according to the first refer-
ence clock 3 with the high oscillation frequency from the RC
oscillator 2, the second reference clock 5 with the low oscil-
lation frequency input from the crystal oscillator 4 with the
high oscillation accuracy is used as the control signal.
Accordingly, the compensation is performed relative to the
variance amount of the clock number of the first reference
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clock 3 of the RC oscillator 2 used in the time measurement.
As aresult, it is possible to accurately measure the time with
the timer 8 during the high speed processing operation,
thereby making it possible to accurately perform the high
speed operation at a low cost.

An operation of the micro-controller 1 in a time measure-
ment compensation process will be explained in more detail
with reference to FIGS. 3 to 4. FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing
an example No. 1 of the processing operation of the micro-
controller 1 according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 4 is a time chart showing an example No. 1 of
the operation of the micro-controller 1 in the time measure-
ment compensation process according to the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

In the processing operation shown in FIG. 3, the timer 8 is
operated using the first reference clock 3 with the high fre-
quency generated with the RC oscillator 2. Further, the CPU
13 executes the program to determine the timer compensation
coefficient used for improving the accuracy of the time mea-
surement of the timer 8.

In step S1, the reference clock selection unit 6 is set to
select the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 as
the clock to be measured with the timer 8. In step S2, the
interruption request register 9 is cleared (initialized).

In step S3, it is determined through polling whether the
interruption request register 9 outputs the interruption request
signal 10. In step S4, when it is determined that the interrup-
tion request register 9 outputs the interruption request signal
10, the interruption request register 9 is cleared (initialized).
In step S5, the value of the timer 8 is cleared (initialized). In
step S6, it is determined whether the interruption request
register 9 outputs the interruption request signal 10. Accord-
ingly, the start point of next one cycle of the second reference
clock 5 generated from the crystal oscillator 4 is detected.

During the process in step S6, the timer 8 measures the
clock number of the first reference clock 3 from the RC
oscillator 2 within one cycle of the second reference clock 5
from the crystal oscillator 4. In step S7, when the start point of
next one cycle of the second reference clock 5 is detected
during the process in step S6, the value measured with the
timer 8 is retrieved. That is, the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 within one cycle of
the second reference clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4 is
retrieved.

In step S8, the compensation coefficient of the timer 8 is
determined from the measurement value of the timer 8
retrieved in step S7.

In the embodiment, the compensation coefficient is deter-
mined as follows. The clock number of the first reference
clock 3 actually measured in the process in step S7 is defined
as an actual clock number A, and the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 determined in
advance as the reference within one cycle of the second ref-
erence clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4 is defined as a
reference clock number B. Accordingly, the compensation
coefficient C is determined through the following equation:

C=4/B

Inthe embodiment, when the compensation coefficient Cis
determined as described above, the operational relationship
among the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2, the
second reference clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4, and the
interruption request signal 10 of the interruption request reg-
ister 9 is represented by the time chart shown in FIG. 4.

In FIG. 4, the first reference clock 3 generated with the RC
oscillator 2 and the second reference clock 5 generated with
the crystal oscillator 4 correspond to the first reference clock
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3 generated with the RC oscillator 2 and the second reference
clock 5 generated with the crystal oscillator 4 shown in FIG.
2, respectively. Further, the timings S2 to the crystal oscillator
4 and the timing S6 shown in FIG. 4 correspond to the steps
S2 to the crystal oscillator 4 and the step S6 shown in FIG. 3,
respectively.

As shown in FIG. 4, at the timing S2, the CPU 13 shown in
FIG. 2 clears (initializes) the interruption request register 9 in
the process in step S2 shown in FIG. 3. At the timing S3, the
interruption request register 9 detects the start point of one
cycle of the second reference clock 5 from the crystal oscil-
lator 4, so that the interruption request register 9 generates the
interruption request signal 10.

Further, the CPU 13 detects through the polling that the
interruption request register 9 generates the interruption
request signal 10. At the timing S4, the CPU 13 clears (ini-
tializes) the interruption request register 9. It should be noted
that after the timer 8 is cleared (initialized) once at the timing
S3, the timer 8 starts measuring the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2.

At the timing S6, the interruption request register 9 detects
the start point of next one cycle of the second reference clock
5 from the crystal oscillator 4, so that the interruption request
register 9 generates the interruption request signal 10. Fur-
ther, the CPU 13 detects through the polling that the interrup-
tion request register 9 generates the interruption request sig-
nal 10, and clears (initializes) the interruption request register
9.

As described above, the CPU 13 retrieves the actual clock
number of the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2
within one cycle of the second reference clock 5 from the
crystal oscillator 4, so that the CPU 13 determines the com-
pensation coefficient.

Next, using the compensation coefficient determined
through the process described above, a process of improving
the accuracy of the time measurement of the timer 8 will be
explained. FI1G. 5 is a flow chart showing an example No. 2 of
the processing operation of the micro-controller 1 according
to the first embodiment of the present invention.

In step S9, the reference clock selection unit 6 is set to
select the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 as
the clock to be measured with the timer 8.

In step S10, the desired expected value (the expected mea-
surement value 101e) of the timer 8 is determined in advance
and stored in the recording device such as the ROM 14. The
desired expected value (the expected measurement value
101¢) of the timer 8 is obtained by dividing the desired time to
be measured with the timer 8 by the desired cycle of the
reference clock of the RC oscillator 2, that is, the reference
clock number. It is noted that the reference clock number is
determined in advance as the clock number of the first refer-
ence clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 within one cycle of the
second reference clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4. More
specifically, the compensated expected measurement value is
obtained with the following equation:

Desired expected value of timer=Desired time/Desired
cycle of reference clock

In step S11, the expected measurement value 101e of the
timer 8 after the compensation (the compensated expected
measurement value) is determined and stored in the recording
device such as the ROM 14. The compensated expected mea-
surement value is obtained by multiplying the desired
expected value (the expected measurement value 101¢) of the
timer 8 obtained in step S10 by the timer compensation coef-
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ficient obtained in step S8 shown in FIG. 3. More specifically,
the compensated expected measurement value is obtained
with the following equation:

Compensated expected measurement value=Desired
expected value of timerx Timer compensation
coefficient

In step S12, the timer 8 is cleared (initialized) once. In step
S13, the measurement value of the timer 8 is retrieved. In step
S14, it is determined whether the measurement value of the
timer 8 is greater than the expected measurement value 101e
of the timer 8 after the compensation (the compensated
expected measurement value). When it is determined that the
measurement value of the timer 8 is smaller than the expected
measurement value 101e of the timer 8 after the compensa-
tion, the process in step S13 is repeated.

In step S15, when it is determined that the measurement
value of the timer 8 is greater than the expected measurement
value 101e of the timer 8 after the compensation, the time
information indicating the time corresponding to the compen-
sated expected measurement value is lapsed is output through
the port 12.

Next, the process of determining the timer compensation
coefficient and the process of compensating the error of the
time measurement operation of the timer 8 using the timer
compensation coefficient will be explained in more detail
with reference to a time chart shown in FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is the
time chart showing an example No. 2 of the operation of the
micro-controller 1 in the time measurement compensation
process according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.

In the following description, as an example of determining
the timer compensation coefficient, it is assumed that the
oscillation cycle of the second reference clock 5 from the
crystal oscillator 4 is 1.0 msec. Further, as represented with a
clock wave 15 shown in FIG. 6, the oscillation cycle of the
first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 in the normal
operation is 1.0 psec.

As represented with a clock wave 17 shown in FIG. 6, when
the oscillation cycle of the first reference clock 3 from the RC
oscillator 2 is varied to 1.1 usec., the clock number of'the first
reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 retrieved in the
process in step S7 shown in FIG. 3 becomes 909.

More specifically, when one cycle of the second reference
clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4 is 1.0 msec., and the
actual oscillation cycle of the first reference clock 3 from the
RC oscillator 2 is varied to 1.1 usec., the timer 8 measures the
clock number of'the first reference clock 3 within 1.0 msec. of
one cycle of the second reference clock 5 as follows:

1.0 msec./1.1 psec.=909

It is noted that when the oscillation cycle of the first refer-
ence clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 is the desired value of
1.0 usec., the timer 8 measures 1,000 as the reference clock
number within 1.0 msec. of one cycle of the second reference
clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4.

As explained above the compensation coefficient C of the
timer 8 is determined through the following equation:

C=4/B

Accordingly, when the clock number of the first reference
clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 retrieved in the process in
step S7 shown in FIG. 3 becomes 909, the compensation
coefficient C of the timer 8 is determined to be 0.909
(C=0.909) as follows:

909/1,000=0.909
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Next, using the timer compensation coefficient (C=0.909)
determined through the process described above, the process
of improving the accuracy of the time measurement of the
timer 8 at the high oscillation frequency from the RC oscil-
lator 2 will be explained.

Before conducting the compensation, in the micro-control-
ler 1, as represented with the clock wave 15 shown in FIG. 6,
when the desired cycle of the RC oscillator 2 is varied from
1.0 psec. to 1.1 usec., the measurement time of the timer 8 is
extended from the desired value of 1.0 msec. to 1.1 msec. as
represented with a time 16 and a time 18 shown in FIG. 6.

In order to compensate the above error, first, the desired
expected value (the expected measurement value 101¢) of the
timer 8 to be stored in the process in step S10 shown in FIG.
5 is obtained according to the following equation:

Desired expected value of timer=Desired time/Desired
cycle of reference clock

According to the equation, the desired expected value (the
expected measurement value 101e) of the timer 8 becomes
1,000 (1.0 msec./1.0 psec.=1,000). In the next step, the
desired expected value (the expected measurement value
101e) of the timer 8 (=1,000) thus obtained is multiplied by
the timer compensation coefficient (=0.909) obtained in the
process in step S8 shown in FIG. 3, thereby determining the
desired expected value (the expected measurement value
101¢) of the timer 8 after the compensation (the compensated
expected measurement value). In the example shown in FIG.
6, the compensated expected measurement value becomes
909 (1,000%0.909=909).

In the next step, the timer 8 starts measuring the clock
number of the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2,
so that the clock number measured with the timer 8 is
retrieved until the measurement value of the timer 8 reaches
the compensated expected measurement value of 909. In the
example shown in FIG. 6, the desired expected value (the
expected measurement value 101e) of the timer 8 after the
compensation (the compensated expected measurement
value) is 909. Accordingly, the measurement of the timer 8 is
repeatedly retrieved for 1.0 msec. (909x1.1 psec.=1.0 msec.).
As aresult, the measurement time of the timer 8 becomes 1.0
msec., that is, the measurement time is compensated.

For example, when the pulse signal of 1.0 msec. is gener-
ated from an external terminal through the port 12 of the
micro-controller 1, the pulse signal width becomes 1.1 msec.
without the compensation technique described above. How-
ever, with the compensation technique described above, it is
possible to generate the pulse signal width of 1.0 msec.

As described above, in the embodiment, the clock number
of the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator 2 within
one cycle of the second reference clock 5 from the crystal
oscillator 4 is measured. Then, the compensation coefficient
is obtained according to the clock number of the first refer-
ence clock 3. According to the compensation coefficient, the
expected measurement value 101e used in the time measure-
ment of the timer 8, to which the first reference clock 3 is input
from the RC oscillator 2, is compensated.

It should be noted that in order to accurately obtain the
compensation coefficient, it is necessary to use the RC oscil-
lator 2 with the high frequency and the crystal oscillator 4
with the low frequency.

More specifically, in order to increase the resolution of the
timer 8, it is necessary to use the RC oscillator 2 with the high
frequency. In the embodiment, when the timer 8 measures the
clock number using the RC oscillator 2 with the high fre-
quency, the time measurement of the timer 8 is compensated
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using the crystal oscillator 4 with the low frequency, which
possesses the high accuracy and is not expensive.

As described in the section of BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION AND RELATED ART STATEMENT, in order
to increase the resolution of the time, Patent Reference 1 has
disclosed the conventional technique. In the conventional
technique disclosed in Patent Reference 1, the frequency of
the reference clock from the crystal oscillator is divided.

On the other hand, in the embodiment, the RC oscillator 2
with the high frequency is provided. Accordingly, it is pos-
sible to increase the resolution of the timer 8 without dividing
the frequency of the second reference clock 5 from the crystal
oscillator 4. As a result, as opposed to the conventional tech-
nique using the frequency division, it is possible to shorten a
processing time of calculating the compensation coefficient.

As described above with reference to FIGS. 2 to 6, in the
embodiment, the CPU 13 retrieves and executes the program
stored in the ROM 14, so that the CPU 13 constitutes the
calculation unit 1015, the compensation unit 101c, and the
output unit 1014 of the time measurement device 101. With
the configuration, it is possible to accurately measure the time
with the timer 8 at the low cost in the computer device that
performs the high speed operation with the clock number of
the RC oscillator 2 with the high oscillation frequency as the
system clock.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 2, in the micro-con-
troller 1 in the embodiment, the timer 8 (the measurement unit
101a) measures the clock number of the reference clock (the
first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 used as the
system clock during the high speed operation. With the func-
tion of the CPU 13 as the calculation unit 1015, when the
reference clock (the second reference clock 5) having the
oscillation frequency smaller than that of the first reference
clock 3 is input from the crystal oscillator 4 with the high
oscillation accuracy, the timer 8 measures the clock number
of the first reference clock 3 within one cycle of the second
reference clock 5 thus input.

Further, with the function of the CPU 13 as the calculation
unit 1015, it is configured to calculate the physical amount
indicating the variance amount of the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 measured with the timer 8 relative to the
reference clock number using the clock number measured
with the timer 8 and the reference clock number measured in
advance as the clock number of the first reference clock signal
3 within one cycle of the second reference clock signal 5.

In the embodiment, with the function of the CPU 13 as the
compensation unit 101¢, it is configured to compensate the
expected measurement value 101e determined in advance
relative to the clock number of the first reference clock signal
3 according to the physical amount thus calculated. Further,
with the function of the CPU 13 as the output unit 1014, it is
configured to retrieve the clock number of the first reference
clock 3 measured with the timer 8. Further, it is configured to
output the time information indicating that the time corre-
sponding to the expected measurement value 101e is elapsed
when the clock number of the first reference clock signal 3
measured with the timer 8 reaches the expected measurement
value 101e thus compensated.

It is noted that in the micro-controller 1 in the embodiment,
the interruption request register 9 (a synchronization signal
generating unit) is provided for generating the synchroniza-
tion signal per each cycle of the second reference clock 5.
With the function of the CPU 13 as the calculation unit 1015,
the CPU 13 performs the polling to determine whether the
interruption request register 9 generates the synchronization
signal. When the CPU 13 determines that the interruption
request register 9 generates the synchronization signal, the

20

25

40

45

14

CPU 13 controls the timer 8 to measure the clock number of
the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC
oscillator 2 within one cycle of the reference clock (the sec-
ond reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4. In the next
step, the CPU 13 sequentially retrieves the measurement val-
ues, so that the CPU 13 retrieves the clock number of the
reference clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC
oscillator 2 within one cycle of the reference clock (the sec-
ond reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4.

Further, in the next step, the CPU 13 calculates the ratio
between the clock number thus retrieved and the reference
clock number as the physical amount. In the next step, with
the function of the CPU 13 as the compensation unit 101c¢, the
expected measurement value 101e is compensated according
to the ratio calculated with the function of the CPU 13 as the
calculation unit 1015. In the next step, with the function ofthe
CPU 13 as the output unit 1014, the CPU 13 performs the
polling to determine whether the clock number of the refer-
ence clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator
2 reaches the expected measurement value 101e compensated
with the function of the CPU 13 as the compensation unit
101c. When the CPU 13 determines that the clock number
reaches the expected measurement value 101e thus compen-
sated, the CPU 13 outputs the time information.

In the embodiment, the reference clock selection unit 6 is
provided for selecting one of the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 and the reference
clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscilla-
tor 4 as the system clock 7. Further, the timer 8 is provided for
measuring the clock number of the system clock 7 selected
with the reference clock selection unit 6.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention will be
explained next with reference to FIGS. 7 to 10. In the first
embodiment, when the compensation operation is performed,
the second reference clock 5 from the crystal oscillator 4 to be
input as the control signal is conducted through the polling. In
the second embodiment, the second reference clock 5 from
the crystal oscillator 4 is input through an interruption pro-
cessing.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a micro-controller 1a provided with a time mea-
surement device according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

As shown in FIG. 7, instead of the interruption request
register 9 in the micro-controller 1 in the first embodiment
shown in FIG. 4, the micro-controller 1a includes an inter-
ruption controller 20. Other configurations of the micro-con-
troller 1a are similar to those of the micro-controller 1, and
explanations thereof are omitted.

Inthe second embodiment, the interruption controller 20 is
provided for generating an interruption every cycle of the
crystal oscillator 4. Further, the interruption controller 20 is
provided for generating an interruption when the measure-
ment value of the timer 8 reaches the expected measurement
value set in a timer data register (not shown) disposed in, for
example, the interruption controller 20.

Inthe micro-controller 1a with the configuration described
above in the second embodiment, it is possible to perform the
high speed processing operation at the low cost according to
the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) as the oscil-
lation clock signal with the high frequency from the RC
oscillator 2.

Further, in the micro-controller 1a, in order to prevent the
problem in the time measurement operation of the timer 8
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during the high speed operation according to the reference
clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2, the
CPU 13 retrieves and executes a program stored in an ROM
14a for performing the time measurement operation, so that
the error generated in the time measurement operation of the
timer 8 during the high speed operation is compensated.

In the second embodiment, the CPU 13 is configured to
retrieve the clock number of the first reference clock 3 mea-
sured with the timer 8 within one cycle of the second refer-
ence clock 5. Then, the CPU 13 calculates the ratio between
the clock number thus retrieved and the clock number of the
first reference clock 3 measured in advance with the timer 8
within one cycle of the second reference clock 5 as the physi-
cal amount. In the next step, the expected measurement value
is compensated according to the ratio thus calculated.

In the micro-controller 1a with the configuration described
above in the second embodiment, it is possible to accurately
measure the time with the timer 8 when the high speed opera-
tion is performed according to the first reference clock 3 with
the high oscillation frequency from the RC oscillator 2,
thereby making it possible to perform the high speed opera-
tion at the low cost with the high accuracy.

Further, in the second embodiment, the micro-controller 1a
includes a power save mode, in which, for example, the CPU
13 stops operating and only peripheral circuits are operating
to reduce power consumption of the micro-controller 1a.

In the micro-controller 1 in the first embodiment, the CPU
13 performs the polling relative to the interruption request
register 9, so that the start point and the end point of the clock
of'the crystal oscillator 4 are detected when the compensation
coefficient is calculated as shown in FIG. 3. Accordingly, the
CPU 13 is always in the operational state, thereby making it
difficult to switch to the power save mode.

Similarly, in the micro-controller 1 in the first embodiment,
in the port output process in step S15 shown in the flow chart
shown in FIG. 5, the CPU 13 performs the polling relative to
the measurement value of the timer 8, so that the port output
is conducted when the measurement value exceeds the
expected measurement value 101e of the timer 8 after the
compensation. Accordingly, it is difficult to switch to the
power save mode.

On the other hand, in the second embodiment, the micro-
controller 1a includes the interruption controller 20 for gen-
erating the interruption at the rising of the clock of the crystal
oscillator 4.

More specifically, when the compensation coefficient is
calculated, the start point and the end point of the clock of the
crystal oscillator 4 are detected through the interruption of the
interruption controller 20, thereby making it possible to stop
the operation of the CPU 13. Accordingly, when the start
point and the end point of the clock of the crystal oscillator 4
are detected, it is possible to switch to the power save mode.

Similarly, in the port output process in step S15 shown in
the flow chart shown in FIG. 5, the interruption controller 20
generates the interruption when the measurement value
reaches the expected measurement value after the compensa-
tion. Accordingly, when the timer 8 is in the operational state,
it is possible to switch the micro-controller 1a to the power
save mode.

Next, the time measurement operation of the micro-con-
troller 1a in the second embodiment will be explained with
reference to FIGS. 8 to 10.

First, withreference to FIG. 8, the operation of determining
the timer compensation coefficient will be explained. The
timer compensation coefficient is determined for improving
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the time measurement accuracy of the timer 8 when the timer
8 is operated with the first reference clock 3 generated with
the RC oscillator 2.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing an example No. 1 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller 1a according to
the second embodiment of the present invention.

In step S1', the reference clock selection unit 6 is set to
select the first reference clock 3 with the high frequency from
the RC oscillator 2 as the clock to be input into the timer 8. In
step S2', the process waits until the interruption controller 20
generates the interruption at the start point (the rising of the
clock) of one cycle of the clock of the crystal oscillator 4.

In step S20, when the interruption controller 20 generates
the interruption, the CPU 13 determines whether the inter-
ruption is the first interruption (fig=0) with reference to flag
information (flg: the default value is zero) indicating that the
interruption is the first interruption.

In step S21, when the CPU 13 determines that the inter-
ruption is the first interruption (fig=0), the CPU 13 clears
(initializes) the value of the timer 8. In step S22, the CPU 13
changes the flag information (flg=1) indicating that the first
interruption (the interruption for one cycle) is generated.

In step S3', the process waits until the interruption control-
ler 20 generates the interruption at the end point (the start
point of the next cycle) of one cycle of the clock of the crystal
oscillator 4.

In step S20, when the interruption controller 20 generates
the interruption for the next cycle, the CPU 13 determines that
the interruption is the second interruption (fig=1), so that the
process proceeds to step S23. In step S23, the CPU 13
retrieves the clock number of the first reference clock 3 mea-
sured with the timer 8 within one cycle of the second refer-
ence clock 5 of the crystal oscillator 4. In step S24, the flag fig
is cleared (initialized, fig=0). In step S4', the timer compen-
sation coefficient is determined from the value of the timer 8
thus retrieved.

Next, the process of improving the time measurement
accuracy of the timer 8 using the first reference clock 3 with
the high oscillation frequency from the RC oscillator 2 using
the timer compensation coefficient obtained in step S4' will be
explained in more detail with reference to a flow chart shown
in FIG. 9.

FIG. 9 is the flow chart showing an example No. 2 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller according to the
second embodiment of the present invention.

In step S&', the reference clock selection unit 6 is controlled
to set so that the first reference clock 3 from the RC oscillator
2 is input into the timer 8.

In step S6', the desired expected value of the timer 8 is
determined in advance and stored in the recording device
such as the ROM 14a4. The desired expected value of the timer
8 is obtained by dividing the desired time to be measured with
the timer 8 by the desired cycle of the reference clock of the
RC oscillator 2, that is, the reference clock number. It is noted
that the reference clock number is determined in advance as
the clock number of the first reference clock 3 from the RC
oscillator 2 within one cycle of the second reference clock 5
from the crystal oscillator 4. More specifically, the compen-
sated expected measurement value is obtained with the fol-
lowing equation:

Desired expected value of timer=Desired time/Desired
cycle of reference clock

In step S7', the desired expected value of the timer 8 after
the compensation (the compensated expected measurement
value) is determined and stored in the recording device such
as the ROM 14. The compensated expected measurement
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value is obtained by multiplying the desired expected value of
the timer 8 obtained in step S6' by the timer compensation
coefficient obtained in step S4' shown in FIG. 8. More spe-
cifically, the compensated expected measurement value is
obtained with the following equation:

Compensated expected measurement value=Desired
expected value of timerx Timer compensation
coefficient

In step S8', the compensated expected measurement value
is stored in, for example, the timer data register disposed in
the interruption controller 20.

In step S9', the timer 8 is cleared (initialized) once. In step
S10', the measurement operation of the timer 8 is started. In
step S11', the process waits until the interruption is entered
from the interruption controller 20 according to the measure-
ment result of the timer 8. During the wait period, it is pos-
sible to stop the CPU 13 or perform other process.

When the measurement value of the timer 8 reaches the
expected measurement value after the compensation (the
compensated expected measurement value), the interruption
signal (the timer interruption) from the interruption controller
20 is entered. In step S30, the CPU 13 outputs the time
information through the port 12 indicating the time corre-
sponding to the compensated expected measurement value is
elapsed.

As described above, in the micro-controller 1a in the sec-
ond embodiment, with the interruption controller 20, the start
point and the end point (the start point of the next cycle) of the
clock of the crystal oscillator 4 are detected through the
interruption when the compensation coefficient is calculated.
Further, the port output is preformed through the interruption
using the timer compensation coefficient.

Accordingly, in the second embodiment, it is possible to
stop the operation of the CPU 13 until the interruption occurs.
FIG. 10 is a time chart showing an example of the operation
of the micro-controller 1a in the time measurement compen-
sation process according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

As shown in FIG. 10, it is possible to create the period of
the power save mode. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the
power consumption of the micro-controller 1a. Further, dur-
ing the period of the power save mode, the CPU 13 may be
able to perform other process.

In FIG. 10, the time chart shows the operational timing of
each of the signals in the second embodiment. The signals
include the port output signal, the crystal oscillator interrup-
tion signal, the timer interruption signal, the reference clock
(the second reference clock 5) of the crystal oscillator 4, and
the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) of the RC
oscillator 2.

Further, in FIG. 10, the timings S2', S3', S10' and S11'
correspond to the steps S2', S3', S10' and S11' shown in FIGS.
8 and 9, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 10, at the timing S2', the reference clock
(the second reference clock 5) of the crystal oscillator 4 starts
rising, and the crystal oscillator interruption signal rises, so
that the timer 8 starts measuring the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) of the RC oscillator 2. At the timing S3', the
next cycle of the reference clock (the second reference clock
5) of the crystal oscillator 4 starts rising, and the crystal
oscillator interruption signal rises, so that the timer 8 repeat-
edly measures the reference clock (the first reference clock 3)
of the RC oscillator 2 until the timing S3'.

In the second embodiment, it is noted that during the period
of time when the timer 8 repeatedly measures the reference
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clock (the first reference clock 3) of the RC oscillator 2, the
CPU 13 is in the power save mode.

In the second embodiment, when the next cycle of the
reference clock (the second reference clock 5) of the crystal
oscillator 4 starts rising, and the crystal oscillator interruption
signal rises at the timing S3', the CPU 13 performs the calcu-
lation process of the compensation coefficient and the com-
pensation process of the expected measurement value as
shown in FIG. 8.

After the CPU 13 completes the calculation process of the
compensation coefficient and the compensation process of
the expected measurement value, at the timing S10', the timer
8 starts measuring the reference clock (the first reference
clock 3) of the RC oscillator 2 (the timer start) relative to the
expected measurement value thus compensated.

Inthe second embodiment, it is noted that during the period
of time when the timer 8 measures the reference clock (the
first reference clock 3) of the RC oscillator 2, the CPU 13 is in
the power save mode.

In the second embodiment, when the measurement value of
the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) of the RC
oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 reaches the expected
measurement value thus compensated at the timing S11, the
timer interruption signal is generated. Accordingly, the CPU
13 performs the port output process in step S30 shown in FIG.
9.

As described above, in the second embodiment, the micro-
controller 1a is provided with the interruption controller 20 as
shown in FIG. 7. The interruption controller 20 is configured
to output the first interruption signal per every cycle of the
reference clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crys-
tal oscillator 4. Further, the interruption controller 20 is con-
figured to output the second interruption signal when the
clock number of the reference clock (the first reference clock
3) from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 reaches
the expected measurement value compensated with the func-
tion of the CPU 13 as the compensation unit 101c.

Further, in the second embodiment, with the function ofthe
CPU 13 as the calculation unit 1015, when the interruption
controller 20 outputs the first interruption signal, the CPU 13
controls the timer 8 to start measuring the clock number of the
first reference clock 3, and waits until the next interruption
signal is output. When the next interruption signal is output,
the CPU 13 retrieves the clock number of the first reference
clock 3 measured with the timer 8 before as the clock number
of the first reference clock 3 within one cycle of the second
reference clock 5. Then, the CPU 13 is configured to calculate
the ratio of the clock number thus retrieved to the clock
number of the first reference clock 3 within one cycle of the
second reference clock 5 determined in advance as the physi-
cal amount.

Further, in the second embodiment, with the function ofthe
CPU 13 as the compensation unit 101¢, the expected mea-
surement value is compensated according to the ratio calcu-
lated with the function of the CPU 13 as the calculation unit
10154. In the next step, after the expected measurement value
is compensated with the function of the CPU 13 as the com-
pensation unit 101¢, with the function of the CPU 13 as the
output unit 1014, the CPU 13 controls the timer 8 to start
measuring the clock number of the first reference clock 3, and
waits until the interruption controller 20 outputs the second
interruption signal indicating that the measurement value of
the timer 8 reaches the expected measurement value. When
the interruption controller 20 outputs the second interruption
signal, the CPU 13 outputs the time information.

Further, in the second embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 7 to
9, with the function of the CPU 13 as the calculation unit
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1014, the CPU 13 determines whether the first interruption
signal is the first interruption when the interruption controller
20 outputs the first interruption signal. When the CPU 13
determines that the first interruption signal is the first inter-
ruption, the CPU 13 initializes the measurement value of the
timer 8 and sets the flag information indicating that the first
interruption occurs.

Further, when the CPU 13 determines that the first inter-
ruption signal is not the first interruption, the CPU 13
retrieves the clock number of the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the
timer 8 before as the clock number of the reference clock (the
first reference clock 3) within one cycle of the reference clock
(the second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4, so
that the CPU 13 initializes the flag information.

Further, in the micro-controller 1a in the second embodi-
ment, as shown in FIG. 7, with the function of the CPU 13 as
the calculation unit 1015, the CPU 13 is configured to calcu-
late the ratio through dividing the clock number of the refer-
ence clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator
2 within one cycle of the reference clock (the second refer-
ence clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4 thus retrieved and
measured with the timer 8 by the clock number of the refer-
ence clock (the first reference clock 3) within one cycle of the
second reference clock 5 determined in advance. Then, with
the function of the CPU 13 as the compensation unit 101c¢, the
expected measurement value is compensated by multiplying
the ratio calculated with the function of the CPU 13 as the
calculation unit 1015.

As described above, in the micro-controller 1a in the sec-
ond embodiment, with the interruption controller 20, it is
possible to detect the start point and the end point of the
reference clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crys-
tal oscillator 4 during the calculation of the compensation
coefficient and the process of outputting through the port
using the timer compensation coefficient through the inter-
ruption. Accordingly, it is possible to stop the operation of the
CPU 13 until the next interruption event occurs, thereby
making it possible to reduce power consumption of the micro-
controller 1a. Further, it is possible to perform other process
during the power save mode.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the present invention will be
explained next with reference to FIGS. 11 and 12. In the third
embodiment, the micro-controller 1a¢ has a configuration
similar to that of the micro-controller 1a in the second
embodiment, and a detailed explanation thereof is omitted.

In the first and second embodiments described above,
when the compensation coefficient is determined, the timer 8
is configured to measure the clock number of the reference
clock (the first reference clock 3) with the high frequency
from the RC oscillator 2 within one cycle of the reference
clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscilla-
tor 4. However, when there is a large difference in the speeds
(the difference in the frequencies) between the RC oscillator
2 and the crystal oscillator 4, the measurement value of the
timer 8 may overflow. In this case, it is difficult to measure one
cycle of the crystal oscillator 4 with the clock number of the
RC oscillator 2.

In the third embodiment, it is configured to deal with the
overflow of the measurement value of the timer 8. More
specifically, when the overflow occurs when the timer 8 mea-
sures the clock number of the reference clock (the first refer-
ence clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 within one cycle of the
reference clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crys-
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tal oscillator 4, the interruption controller 20 is configured to
detect the occurrence of the overflow through the bus 11, so
that the interruption controller 20 outputs the interruption
signal.

In the third embodiment, the CPU 13 is configured to
measure the number of the overflow according to the inter-
ruption signal. In the next step, the CPU 13 is configured to
calculate a product of the number of the overflow and the
clock number associated with the overflow. In the next step,
the CPU 13 is configured to add the product to the clock
number of the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) of
the RC oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 without the
overflow. In the next step, the CPU 13 is configured to retrieve
the sum as the measurement value of the clock number of the
reference clock (the first reference clock 3) with the high
frequency from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8
within one cycle of the reference clock (the second reference
clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4. In the next step, the
compensation coefficient is calculated through the process
shown in FIGS. 11 and 12.

Next, the operation of the micro-controller 1a in the third
embodiment having the configuration similar to that shown in
FIG. 7 will be explained.

First, with reference to FIG. 11, the operation of determin-
ing the timer compensation coefficient with the CPU 13 will
be explained. The timer compensation coefficient is deter-
mined for improving the time measurement accuracy of the
timer 8 when the timer 8 is operated with the first reference
clock 3 with the high frequency generated with the RC oscil-
lator 2.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart showing an example No. 3 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller 1a according to
the third embodiment of the present invention.

In step S1%, the reference clock selection unit 6 is con-
trolled to set the first reference clock 3 with the high fre-
quency from the RC oscillator 2 as the clock to be input into
the timer 8. In step S2”, the process waits until the interrup-
tion controller 20 generates the interruption at the start point
(the rising of the clock) of one cycle of the clock of the crystal
oscillator 4.

In step S40, when the interruption controller 20 generates
the interruption, the CPU 13 determines whether the inter-
ruption is the first interruption (fig=0) with reference to the
flag information (flg: the default value is zero) indicating that
the interruption is the first interruption.

In step S41, when the CPU 13 determines that the inter-
ruption is the first interruption (fig=0), the CPU 13 clears
(initializes) a measurement value cnt indicating the number of
the overflow of the timer 8 measured with the CPU 13
(cnt=0). In step S42, the CPU 13 clears (initializes) the mea-
surement value of the timer 8. In step S43, the CPU 13 sets the
flag information (fig=1) indicating that the first interruption
(the start point of one cycle) is generated.

In step S3", the process waits until the interruption control-
ler 20 generates the interruption at the end point (the start
point of the next cycle) of one cycle of the clock of the crystal
oscillator 4. It is noted that when the overflow of the timer 8
occurs during the wait time, the CPU 13 measures the number
of the overflow.

In step S44, when the interruption controller 20 generates
the interruption for the next cycle (step S3"), the CPU 13
determines that the interruption is the second interruption
(flg=1), so that the process proceeds to step S44. In step S44,
the CPU 13 retrieves the clock number of the reference clock
(the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 measured
with the timer 8 within one cycle of the reference clock (the
second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4. In step
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S45, the clock number thus retrieved is added to the number
of the overtlow of the timer 8 measured during the wait time
as the count value (the measurement value) of the reference
clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2
measured with the timer 8 within one cycle of the reference
clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscilla-
tor 4. In step S46, the flag flg is cleared (initialized, fig=0). In
step S4", the timer compensation coefficient is determined
from the value of the timer 8 thus retrieved through the pro-
cess shown in FIG. 8.

As described above, using the timer compensation coeffi-
cient determined in the process in step S4", the CPU 13
performs the compensation process shown in FIG. 9. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to improve the accuracy of the time mea-
surement of the timer 8 using the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) with the high frequency from the RC
oscillator 2.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart showing an example No. 4 of the
processing operation of the micro-controller 1a according to
the third embodiment of the present invention. The flow chart
shown in FIG. 12 represents the processing operation of the
micro-controller 1a during the wait time in step S3" shown in
FIG. 11.

More specifically, the process waits until the interruption
controller 20 generates the interruption at the end point (the
start point of the next cycle) of one cycle of the clock of the
crystal oscillator 4. In step S60, when the overflow of the
timer 8 occurs during the wait time, the overflow number cnt
stored in the recording device such as the ROM 14 and the like
is incremented (cnt++).

As described above, in the third embodiment, the compen-
sation coefficient is calculated through the process shown in
FIG. 11. Accordingly, even when the speed difference (the
difference in the oscillation frequencies) between the RC
oscillator 2 and the crystal oscillator 4 is large, and the timer
8 overflows when the timer 8 measures the reference clock
(the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2, the timer
8 can measures the clock number of the RC oscillator 2 within
one cycle of the crystal oscillator 4.

As described above, in the micro-controller 1a in the third
embodiment, with the function of the CPU 13 as the overflow
measurement unit (the second measurement unit), the CPU
13 is configured to measure the number of the overflows
occurring when the timer 8 measures the clock number of the
reference clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC
oscillator 2 within one cycle of the reference clock (the sec-
ond reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4. Further,
with the function of the CPU 13 as the calculation unit 1015,
the CPU 13 calculates the product of the number of the
overflow calculated with the overflow measurement unit and
the clock number at which the overflow occurs. Then, the
CPU 13 is configured to add the product to the clock number
of'the reference clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC
oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 without the overflow.
At last, the CPU 13 is configured to retrieve the sum as the
clock number of the reference clock (the first reference clock
3) from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 within
one cycle of the reference clock (the second reference clock
5) from the crystal oscillator 4.

Further in the micro-controller 1a in the third embodiment,
every time when the overtlow of the timer 8 is detected and the
third interruption signal is output with the function of the
interruption controller 20 as the third interruption unit, the
CPU 13 measures the number of the overflow to determine
whether the interruption is the first interruption with the func-
tion thereof as the overflow measurement unit. When the CPU
13 determines that the interruption is the first interruption, the
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measurement value of the overflow measurement unit is ini-
tialized and the measurement value of the timer 8 is initial-
ized, so that the CPU 13 sets the flag information indicating
that the first interruption occurs. When the CPU 13 deter-
mines that the interruption is not the first interruption, the
CPU 13 retrieves the clock number of the first reference clock
3 measured with the timer 8 before and the number of the
overflow measured with the function of the overflow mea-
surement unit. Then, the CPU 13 performs the multiplication
and the addition, and initializes the setting of the flag infor-
mation.

As described above, in the third embodiment, the process-
ing operation shown in FIG. 11 is performed to calculate the
compensation coefficient. Accordingly, even when the speed
difference between the RC oscillator 2 and the crystal oscil-
lator 4 is large, and the timer 8 overflows, through measuring
the number of the overflow, it is possible to count the clock
number of the reference clock (the first reference clock 3)
from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the timer 8 within one
cycle of the reference clock (the second reference clock 5)
from the crystal oscillator 4.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment of the present invention will be
explained next with reference to FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a block
diagram showing an example of a configuration of a micro-
controller 15 provided with the time measurement device
according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 13, in addition to the configuration of the
micro-controller 1a shown in FIG. 7, the micro-controller 154
includes a timer 21 and a frequency dividing unit 22.

In the first to third embodiments, one timer (the timer 8) is
provided. In the micro-controller 16 shown in FIG. 13, one
more timer (the timer 21) is added, so that the separate timers
(the timer 8 and the timer 21) are used to calculate the com-
pensation coefficient and the timer compensation.

In the fourth embodiment, for example, the timer 8 is used
to measure the clock number of the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 measured with the
timer 8 within one cycle of the reference clock (the second
reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4. Further, the
timer 21 is used to measure the clock number of the reference
clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2 to
be compared with the expected measurement value. With this
configuration, even in the system in which it is necessary to
output through the port in a constant interval all the time, it is
possible to output through the port while compensating the
timer.

Further, in the fourth embodiment, the micro-controller 15
shown in FIG. 13 includes the frequency dividing unit 22 for
dividing the reference clock (the second reference clock 5)
from the crystal oscillator 4. With the frequency dividing unit
22, when there is no speed difference (the difference in the
oscillation frequencies) between the RC oscillator 2 and the
crystal oscillator 4, it is possible to enlarge the period of time
of one cycle of the crystal oscillator 4 when the oscillation
frequency of the reference clock (the first reference clock 3)
of'the RC oscillator 2 is measured, thereby making it possible
to increase the accuracy of the time measurement.

As described above, in the fourth embodiment, the micro-
controller 15 includes the timer 8 (the third measurement
unit) configured to measure the clock number of the reference
clock (the first reference clock 3) from the RC oscillator 2
measured with the timer 8 within one cycle of the reference
clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscilla-
tor 4. Further, the micro-controller 15 includes the timer 21
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(the fourth measurement unit) configured to measure the
clock number of the reference clock (the first reference clock
3) from the RC oscillator 2 to be compared with the expected
measurement value.

Asdescribed above, in the fourth embodiment, the timer 21
is added, so that the two separate timers (the timer 8 and the
timer 21) are used to calculate the compensation coefficient
and the timer compensation. With the configuration, even in
the system in which it is necessary to output through the port
in a constant interval all the time, it is possible to output
through the port while compensating the timer.

Further, in the fourth embodiment, the micro-controller 15
includes the frequency dividing unit 22 for dividing the ref-
erence clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal
oscillator 4. Accordingly, the timer 8 is configured to measure
the clock number of the reference clock (the first reference
clock 3) of the RC oscillator 2 within one cycle of the refer-
ence clock (the second reference clock 5) from the crystal
oscillator 4 divided with the frequency dividing unit 22.

When the frequency dividing unit 22 is provided for divid-
ing the reference clock (the second reference clock 5) from
the crystal oscillator 4, even when there is no speed difference
(the difference in the oscillation frequencies) between the RC
oscillator 2 and the crystal oscillator 4, it is possible to enlarge
the period of time of one cycle of the crystal oscillator 4 when
the oscillation frequency of the reference clock (the first
reference clock 3) ofthe RC oscillator 2 is measured, thereby
making it possible to increase the accuracy of the time mea-
surement.

Fifth Embodiment

A fifth embodiment of the present invention will be
explained next with reference to FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a block
diagram showing an example of a configuration of a micro-
controller 1¢ provided with the time measurement device
according to the fiftth embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 14, in the fourth embodiment, instead of
the RC oscillator 2 in the micro-controller 1a shown in FIG.
7, the micro-controller 1c¢ includes a PLL (Phase Locked
Loop) oscillation circuit 2a.

In the first to third embodiment, it is configured to improve
the accuracy of the time measurement of the timer 8 that
operates with the clock generated from the RC oscillator 2.
Similar to the RC oscillator 2 for the high speed operation, in
the micro-controller 1¢ shown in FIG. 14, when the timer 8
operates with the clock generated from the PLL (Phase
Locked Loop) oscillation circuit 2a instead of the RC oscil-
lator 2, it is possible to compensate the time measurement
operation of the timer 8.

As described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 14, in the
embodiments, the CPU 13 is configured to read the program
for the time measurement stored in the ROM 14, the ROM
14a, or the ROM 145, so that the CPU 13 executes the pro-
gram. Accordingly, the CPU 13 constitutes the functional
units including the calculation unit 1015, the compensation
unit 101¢, and the output unit 1014. Accordingly, it is possible
to perform the time measurement operation of the timer 8
with high accuracy and a low cost especially when the com-
puter device performs the high speed operation with the clock
number of the RC oscillator 2 with the high frequency as the
system clock. Further, the micro-controller 1, the micro-con-
troller 1a, the micro-controller 15, the micro-controller 1c,
and the micro-controller 100 are provided with the functions
of the time measurement device 101, thereby making it pos-
sible to solve the problems of the conventional technology.
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For example, in the micro-controller 1, the micro-control-
ler 1a, the micro-controller 15, the micro-controller 1¢, and
the micro-controller 100, it is not necessary to use an expen-
sive crystal oscillator for measuring the clock cycle of the RC
oscillator 2 with the high frequency. Accordingly, it is pos-
sible to effectively reduce the cost with the RC oscillator 2.

Further, in the micro-controller 1, the micro-controller 1a,
the micro-controller 15, the micro-controller 1c¢, and the
micro-controller 100, the RC oscillator 2 is provided for
generating the clock with the higher frequency than that of the
crystal oscillator 4. Accordingly, as opposed to the configu-
ration disclosed in Patent Reference 1, it is not necessary to
use the crystal oscillator with the high frequency, thereby
reducing the cost.

Further, as opposed to the configuration disclosed in Patent
Reference 1, it is not necessary to provide the RC oscillator
having the lower frequency than the crystal oscillator.
Accordingly, when the compensation coefficient is accurately
determined relative to the RC oscillator, it is sufficient to
provide the RC oscillator having the high frequency and it is
not necessary to provide the frequency dividing unit for divid-
ing the frequency of the RC oscillator.

Further, as opposed to the configuration disclosed in Patent
Reference 1, in which the one cycle of the RC oscillator is
extended due to the frequency dividing unit, it is possible to
shorten the processing time for measuring the clock of the
crystal oscillator generated within one cycle of the RC oscil-
lator.

Further, in the micro-controller 15 and the micro-controller
1¢, with the interruption controller 20, it is possible to detect
the start point and the end point of the reference clock (the
second reference clock 5) from the crystal oscillator 4 during
the calculation of the compensation coefficient and the pro-
cess of outputting through the port using the timer compen-
sation coefficient through the interruption request process
without the polling. Accordingly, it is possible to stop the
operation of the CPU 13 until the next interruption event
occurs, thereby making it possible to switch the CPU 13 to the
power save mode or perform other process during the wait
time for the next interruption.

Further, in the micro-controller 15, the number of the over-
flow of the timer 8 is counted when the compensation coef-
ficient is calculated, and the count value is used for calculat-
ing the compensation coefficient. Accordingly, when there is
the large speed difference between the RC oscillator 2 and the
crystal oscillator 4, it is possible to deal with the overflow of
the timer 8.

It should be noted that the present invention is not limited
to the embodiments shown in FIGS. 1 to 14, and may be
modified within the scope thereof.

For example, the CPU 13 is configured to read the program
for the time measurement stored in the ROM 14, the ROM
14a, or the ROM 145, so that the CPU 13 executes the pro-
gram. Accordingly, the CPU 13 constitutes the functional
units including the calculation unit 1015, the compensation
unit 101¢, and the output unit 101d. More specifically, the
function of each of the functional units may be performed
partially or entirely through the computer processing thus
programmed. Alternatively, the function of each of the func-
tional units may be performed with a hardware configuration
formed of a logic element circuit.

Further, in the embodiments, as explained with reference to
FIG. 3, when the compensation coefficient is determined, the
clock number of the first reference clock 3 actually measured
in the process in step S7 is defined as an actual clock number
A, and the clock number of the first reference clock 3 from the
RC oscillator 2 determined in advance as the reference within
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one cycle of the second reference clock 5 from the crystal
oscillator 4 is defined as a reference clock number B. Accord-
ingly, the compensation coefficient C is determined through
the following equation:

C=4/B

Alternatively, the compensation coefficient C is deter-
mined through the following equation:

C=B/4

In this case, in step S11 shown in FIG. 5, the compensated
expected measurement value is obtained with the following
equation:

Compensated expected measurement value=Desired

expected value of timer/Timer compensation
coefficient

Further, in the micro-controller 1 in the embodiments, the
timer 8 is configured to measure the clock number of the first
reference clock 3 within one cycle of the second reference
clock 5 thus input. Alternatively, not limited to one cycle of
the second reference clock 5 thus input, the timer 8 may be
configured to measure the clock number of the first reference
clock 3 within a predetermined cycle (a specific cycle).

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
263991, filed on Dec. 1, 2011, is incorporated in the applica-
tion by reference.

While the invention has been explained with reference to
the specific embodiments of the invention, the explanation is
illustrative and the invention is limited only by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A time measurement device comprising:

a first measurement unit configured to measure a clock
period of a first reference clock signal within a specific
cycle of a second reference clock signal, said second
reference clock signal having an oscillation frequency
lower than that of the first reference clock signal and
oscillation accuracy higher than that of the first refer-
ence clock signal;

acalculation unit configured to calculate a physical amount
indicating a variance amount ofa clock period measured
with the first measurement unit relative to a reference
clock period measured in advance as the clock period of
the first reference clock signal within the specific cycle
of the second reference clock signal;

acompensation unit configured to compensate an expected
measurement value indicating the clock period of the
first reference clock signal corresponding to a time as a
measurement target according to the physical amount
calculated with the calculation unit; and

an output unit configured to output time information indi-
cating that the clock period of the first reference clock
signal reaches an expected measurement value thus
compensated after a clock period of the first reference
clock signal measured with the first measurement unit
reaches the expected measurement value thus compen-
sated; and

afirst interruption unit configured to output a first interrup-
tion signal per cycle of the second reference clock sig-
nal;

a second interruption unit configured to output a second
interruption signal after the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured with the first measure-
ment unit reaches the expected measurement value thus
compensated;

a second measurement unit configured to measure an over-
flow number count of an overflow that occurred when
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the first measurement unit measures the clock period of
the first reference clock signal within the specific cycle
of the second reference clock signal; and

a third interruption unit configured to output a third inter-
ruption signal when the overflow occurs,

wherein said calculation unit is configured to determine
whether the first interruption signal is output for the first
time after the first interruption unit outputs the first inter-
ruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to initialize a measure-
ment value of the first measurement unit so that the
calculation unit sets flag information indicating that a
first interruption occurs after the first interruption signal
is output for the first time, and

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve a clock period
of'the first reference clock signal measured before as the
clock period of the first reference clock signal within the
specific cycle of the second reference clock signal so that
the calculation unit initializes the flag information after
the first interruption signal is not output for the first time,

said calculation unit is configured to control the first mea-
surement unit to start measuring the clock period of the
first reference clock signal after the first interruption unit
outputs the first interruption signal, and to wait for a next
first interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the clock
period of the first reference clock signal measured
before as the clock period of the first reference clock
signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal after the first interruption unit outputs the
next first interruption signal so that the calculation unit
calculates a ratio between the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured before and the refer-
ence clock period as the physical amount,

said compensation unit is configured to compensate the
expected measurement value according to the ratio,

said output unit is configured to control the first measure-
ment unit to start measuring the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured with the first measure-
ment unit after the compensation unit compensates the
expected measurement value, and to wait until the sec-
ond interruption unit outputs the second interruption
signal,

said output unit is configured to output the time informa-
tion after the second interruption unit outputs the second
interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to calculate a product of
the overflow number count of the overflow measured
with the second measurement unit and a clock period
that causes the overflow,

said calculation unit is configured to calculate a sum of the
product of the overflow number count of the overflow
and a clock period of the first reference clock signal
measured with the first measurement unit without the
overflow,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the sum as the
clock period of the first reference clock signal within the
specific cycle of the second reference clock signal,

said second measurement unit is configured to measure the
overflow number count of the overflow when the third
interruption unit outputs the third interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to initialize the measure-
ment value of the first measurement unit and a measure-
ment value of the second measurement unit so that the
calculation unit sets the flag information indicating that
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the first interruption occurs when the calculation unit
determines that the first interruption signal is output for
the first time,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the clock

period of the first reference clock signal measured
before and the overflow number count measured with
the second measurement unit when the first interruption
signal is not output for the first time, and

said calculation unit is configured to calculate the product

and the sum so that the calculation unit initializes the flag
information.

2. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein said calculation unit is configured to calculate the
ratio through dividing the clock period of the first reference
clock signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal by the reference clock period, and

said compensation unit is configured to compensate the

expected measurement value through multiplying the
expected measurement value by the ratio calculated with
the calculation unit.

3. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

asynchronization signal generating unit configured to gen-

erate a synchronization signal per cycle of the second
reference clock signal,

wherein said calculation unit is configured to determine

whether the synchronization signal generating unit gen-
erates the synchronization signal through polling,
said calculation unit is configured to control the first mea-
surement unit to measure the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured with the first measure-
ment unit until the synchronization signal generating
unit generates a next synchronization signal when the
synchronization signal generating unit generates the
synchronization signal,
said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the clock
period of the first reference clock signal measured with
the first measurement unit as the clock period of the first
reference clock signal within the specific cycle of the
second reference clock signal so that the calculation unit
calculates a ratio between the clock period thus retrieved
and the reference clock period as the physical amount,

said compensation unit is configured to compensate the
expected measurement value according to the ratio,

said output unit is configured to determine through polling
whether the clock period of the first reference clock
signal measured with the first measurement unit reaches
the expected measurement value thus compensated, and

said output unit is configured to output the time informa-
tion when the clock period of the first reference clock
signal reaches the expected measurement value.

4. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

at least one of an RC oscillator and a PLL (Phase Locked

Loop) oscillator for generating the first reference clock
signal; and

a crystal oscillator for generating the second reference

clock signal.

5. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
wherein said first measurement unit includes a third measure-
ment unit for measuring the clock period of the first reference
clock signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal, and a fourth measurement unit for measuring the
clock period of the first reference clock signal measured with
the first measurement unit to be compared with the expected
measurement value thus compensated.
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6. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
further comprising a frequency dividing unit for dividing a
frequency of the second reference clock signal,

wherein said first measurement unit is configured to mea-
sure the clock period of the first reference clock signal
within the specific cycle of the second reference clock
signal divided by the frequency dividing unit.

7. The time measurement device according to claim 1,
further comprising a reference clock selection unit for select-
ing one of the first reference clock signal and the second
reference clock signal as a system clock,

wherein said first measurement unit is configured to mea-
sure a clock period of the system clock selected with the
reference clock selection unit.

8. A micro-controller comprising the time measurement

device according to claim 1.

9. A method of measuring a time, comprising:

a first measurement step of measuring a clock period of a
first reference clock signal within a specific cycle of a
second reference clock signal, said second reference
clock signal having an oscillation frequency lower than
that of the first reference clock signal and oscillation
accuracy higher than that of the first reference clock
signal;

a calculation step of calculating a physical amount indicat-
ing a variance amount of a clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured in the first measure-
ment step relative to a reference clock period measured
in advance as the clock period of the first reference clock
signal measured in the first measurement step within the
specific cycle of the second reference clock signal;

a compensation step of compensating an expected mea-
surement value indicating the clock period of the first
reference clock signal corresponding to a time as a mea-
surement target according to the physical amount calcu-
lated in the calculation step; and

an output step of outputting time information indicating
that the clock period of the first reference clock signal
measured in the first measurement step reaches the
expected measurement value when the clock period of
the first reference clock signal measured in the first
measurement step reaches the an expected measurement
value thus compensated; and

a first interruption step of outputting a first interruption
signal per cycle of the second reference clock signal;

a second interruption step of outputting a second interrup-
tion signal after the clock period of the first reference
clock signal measured in the first measurement step
reaches the expected measurement value thus compen-
sated;

a second measurement step of measuring an overflow num-
ber count of an overflow that occurred when the clock
period of the first reference clock signal is measured
within the specific cycle of the second reference clock
signal in the first measurement step; and

a third interruption step of outputting a third interruption
signal when the overflow occurs,

wherein, in the calculation step, it is determined whether
the first interruption signal is output for the first time
when the first interruption signal is output in the first
interruption step,

in the calculation step, a measurement value in the first
measurement step is initialized so that flag information
indicating that a first interruption occurs is set when the
first interruption signal is output for the first time, and

in the calculation step, said clock period of a first reference
clock signal measured before is retrieved as the clock
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period of the first reference clock signal within the spe-
cific cycle of the second reference clock signal so that
the flag information is initialized when the first interrup-
tion signal is not output for the first time

said clock period of the first reference clock signal mea-
sured in the first measurement step starts being mea-
sured after the first interruption signal is output in the
measurement step, and a next first interruption signal
waits for being output in the first interruption step,

in the calculation step, the clock period of the first refer-
ence clock signal before is retrieved as the clock period
of the first reference clock signal within the specific
cycle of the second reference clock signal after the next
first interruption signal is output so that a ratio between
the clock period of the first reference clock signal before
and the reference clock period is calculated as the physi-
cal amount,

in the compensation step, said expected measurement
value is compensated according to the ratio,

said clock period of the first reference clock signal mea-
sured in the first measurement step starts being mea-
sured after the expected measurement value is compen-
sated in the measurement step, and the second
interruption signal waits for being output in the second
interruption step, and

in the output step, said time information is output after the
second interruption signal is output in the second inter-
ruption step,

said clock period of the first reference clock signal mea-
sured in the first measurement step starts being mea-
sured after the first interruption signal is output in the
measurement step, and a next first interruption signal
waits for being output in the first interruption step,

in the calculation step, the clock period of the first refer-
ence clock signal before is retrieved as the clock period
of the first reference clock signal within the specific
cycle of the second reference clock signal after the next
first interruption signal is output so that a ratio between
the clock period of the first reference clock signal before
and the reference clock period is calculated as the physi-
cal amount,

in the compensation step, said expected measurement
value is compensated according to the ratio,

said clock period of the first reference clock signal mea-
sured in the first measurement step starts being mea-
sured after the expected measurement value is compen-
sated in the measurement step, and the second
interruption signal waits for being output in the second
interruption step,

in the output step, said time information is output after the
second interruption signal is output in the second inter-
ruption step,

in the calculation step, a product of the overflow number
count measured in the second measurement step and a
clock period that causes the overflow is calculated,

in the calculation step, a sum of the product of the overflow
number count and a clock period of the first reference
clock signal measured in the first measurement step
without the overflow is calculated,

in the calculation step, the sum is retrieved as the clock
period of the first reference clock signal within the spe-
cific cycle of the second reference clock signal,

in the second measurement step, said overflow number
count of the overflow is measured when the third inter-
ruption unit outputs the third interruption signal,

in the calculation step, said measurement value in the first
measurement step and a measurement value in the sec-
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ond measurement step are initialized so that the flag
information indicating that the first interruption occurs
is set when it is determined that the first interruption
signal is output for the first time,

in the calculation unit step, said clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured before and the overtlow
number count of the overflow are retrieved when it is
determined that the first interruption signal is not output
for the first time, and

in the calculation step, said product and the sum are calcu-
lated so that the flag information is initialized.

10. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,
wherein, in the calculation step, said ratio is calculated
through dividing the clock period of the first reference clock
signal within the specific cycle of the second reference clock
signal by the reference clock period, and

in the compensation step, said expected measurement
value is compensated through multiplying the expected
measurement value by the ratio calculated in the calcu-
lation step.

11. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,

further comprising:

a synchronization signal generating step of generating a
synchronization signal per cycle of the second reference
clock signal,

wherein, in the calculation step, it is determined whether
the synchronization signal through polling is generated
in the synchronization signal generating step,

in the first measurement step, said clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured in the first measure-
ment step is measured until a next synchronization sig-
nal is generated in the synchronization signal generating
step when the synchronization signal is generated in the
synchronization signal generating step,

in the calculation step, said clock period of the first refer-
ence clock signal thus measured in the first measurement
step is retrieved as the clock period of the first reference
clock signal within the specific cycle of the second ref-
erence clock signal so that a ratio between the clock
period thus retrieved and the reference clock period is
calculated as the physical amount,

in the compensation step, said expected measurement
value is compensated according to the ratio,

in the output step, it is determined through polling whether
the clock period of the first reference clock signal mea-
sured with the first measurement unit reaches the
expected measurement value thus compensated, and

in the output step, said time information is output when the
clock period of the first reference clock signal reaches
the expected measurement value.

12. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,

further comprising the steps of:

generating the first reference clock signal with at least one
of an RC oscillator and a PLL (Phase Locked Loop)
oscillator; and

generating the second reference clock signal with a crystal
oscillator.

13. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,
wherein said first measurement step includes a third measure-
ment step of measuring the clock period of the first reference
clock signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal, and a fourth measurement step of measuring the
clock period of the first reference clock signal measured in the
first measurement step to be compared with the expected
measurement value thus compensated.
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14. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,
further comprising a frequency dividing step of dividing a
frequency of the second reference clock signal,

wherein, in the first measurement step, said clock period of
the first reference clock signal is measured within the
specific cycle of the second reference clock signal
divided in the frequency dividing step.

15. The method of measuring the time according to claim 9,
further comprising a reference clock selection step of select-
ing one of the first reference clock signal and the second
reference clock signal as a system clock,

wherein, in the first measurement step, a clock period of the
system clock selected in the reference clock selection
step is measured.

16. A time measurement device comprising:

a first measurement unit configured to measure a clock
period of a first reference clock signal within a specific
cycle of a second reference clock signal;

acalculation unit configured to calculate a physical amount
indicating a variance amount of the clock period mea-
sured with the first measurement unit;

acompensation unit configured to compensate an expected
measurement value indicating the clock period of the
first reference clock signal corresponding to a time as a
measurement target according to the physical amount
calculated with the calculation unit; and

afirst interruption unit configured to output a first interrup-
tion signal per cycle of the second reference clock sig-
nal;

a second interruption unit configured to output a second
interruption signal after the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured with the first measure-
ment unit reaches the expected measurement value thus
compensated;

a second measurement unit configured to measure an over-
flow number count of an overflow that occurred when
the first measurement unit measures the clock period of
the first reference clock signal within the specific cycle
of the second reference clock signal; and

a third interruption unit configured to output a third inter-
ruption signal when the overflow occurs,

wherein said calculation unit is configured to determine
whether the first interruption signal is output for a first
time after the first interruption unit outputs the first inter-
ruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to initialize a measure-
ment value of the first measurement unit so that the
calculation unit sets flag information indicating that a
first interruption occurs after the first interruption signal
is output for the first time, and

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve a clock period
of'the first reference clock signal measured before as the
clock number of the first reference clock signal within
the specific cycle of the second reference clock signal so
that the calculation unit initializes the flag information
after the first interruption signal is not output for the first
time,
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said calculation unit is configured to control the first mea-
surement unit to start measuring the clock period of the
first reference clock signal after the first interruption unit
outputs the first interruption signal, and to wait for a next
first interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the clock
period of the first reference clock signal measured
before as the clock period of the first reference clock
signal within the specific cycle of the second reference
clock signal after the first interruption unit outputs the
next first interruption signal so that the calculation unit
calculates a ratio between the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured before and the refer-
ence clock period as the physical amount,

said compensation unit is configured to compensate the
expected measurement value according to the ratio,

said output unit is configured to control the first measure-
ment unit to start measuring the clock period of the first
reference clock signal measured with the first measure-
ment unit after the compensation unit compensates the
expected measurement value, and to wait until the sec-
ond interruption unit outputs the second interruption
signal,

said output unit is configured to output the time informa-
tion after the second interruption unit outputs the second
interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to calculate a product of
the overflow number count of the overflow measured
with the second measurement unit and a clock period
that causes the overflow,

said calculation unit is configured to calculate a sum of the
product of the overflow number count of the overflow
and a clock period of the first reference clock signal
measured with the first measurement unit without the
overflow,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the sum as the
clock period of the first reference clock signal within the
specific cycle of the second reference clock signal,

said second measurement unit is configured to measure the
overflow number count of the overflow when the third
interruption unit outputs the third interruption signal,

said calculation unit is configured to initialize the measure-
ment value of the first measurement unit and a measure-
ment value of the second measurement unit so that the
calculation unit sets the flag information indicating that
the first interruption occurs when the calculation unit
determines that the first interruption signal is output for
the first time,

said calculation unit is configured to retrieve the clock
period of the first reference clock signal measured
before and the overflow number count measured with
the second measurement unit when the first interruption
signal is not output for the first time, and

said calculation unit is configured to calculate the product
and the sum so that the calculation unit initializes the flag
information.



